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TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS R) 

SUB J : SECVISIT: WELCOMING AND ARRIVAL STATEMENTS 

FOLLOWING ARE TEXTS OF STATEMENTS MADE BY GREEK FONMIN PAPALIGOURAS 
AND SECSTATE VANCE UPON ARRIVAL AT ATHENS AIRPORT, JANUARY 21, 1978: 
BEGIN TEXT: MR. PAPALIGOURAS: QUOTE I AM VERY HAPPY ON BEHALF OF THE 
GOVERNMENT OF GREECE TO WELCOME AS OUR GUESTS MR. AND MRS. VANCE AS 
WELL 

AS THE DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF MY AMERICAN COLLEAGUE'S STAFF. I AM 
SURE THAT OUR TALKS WILL BE FRUITFUL AND PRODUCTIVE FOR BOTH OUR 
COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE VERY CLOSE, MORAL, FRIENDLY AND EMOTIONAL TIES. 
THERE IS NO NEED FOR ME TO STRESS THE PERSONALITY OF MR. VANCE. 

1 BELIEVE IN HIS PRUDENCE, MODRATION, AND OBJECTIVITY. AND, BECAUSE 
OF THIS, I BELIEVE THAT THE OUTCOME OF THE TALKS WILL BE GOOD - 
SATISFACTORY FOR BOTH PARTIES. (UNOFFICIAL TRANSLATION). 

MR. VANCE: MR. FOREIGN MINISTER, THANK YOU VERY MUCH FOR 

YOUR EXTREMELY KIND WORDS. LET ME SAY HOW HAPPY I AM TO BE BACK IN 
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ATHENS AGAIN. I APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE EXTREMELY KIND INVITATION OF 
YOURSELF AND YOUR GOVERNMENT TO VISIT WITH YOU AND HAVE A CHANCE 
TO DISCUSS WITH YOU, THE PRIME MINISTER AND OTHER MEMBERS OF YOUR 
GOVERNMENT MANY MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST AND CONCERN. 

I BRING TO YOUR PRESIDENT, THE PRIME MINISTER AND TO THE PEOPLE 
OF GREECE THE WARM REGARDS AND BEST WISHES OF OUR PRESIDENT, 

PRESIDENT CARTER. 
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MR. P APALIGOURAS : THANK YOU VERY MUCH MR. SECRETARY (IN ENGLISH). 

SEC. VANCE: IN CLOSING I WOULD LIKE TO STRESS A POINT WHICH THE 
FOREIGN MINISTER HAS ALREADY MADE. AND THAT IS THE LONG LASTING 
FRIENDSHIP AND THE CLOSENESS OF THE RELATIONS WHICH OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES HAVE HAD FOR MANY MANY YEARS. 

AND I THEREFORE APPRECIATE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO COME AND MEET WITH 
THE LEADERS OF THE GREEK GOVERNMENT TO RENEW AND STRENGTHEN 
OUR TIES AND FRIENDSHIP. 

MR. P APALIGOURAS : WE ARE GOING TO STRENGTHEN THEM (IN ENGLISH). 

SECRETARY: VANCE: THANK VERY MUCH. UNQUOTE. END TEXT. 

MILLS 
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